
Huntington's Disease Association – Devon Branch

Chairmans report

2017/18 was a quiet year for the branch, although several significant events did take 
place,  and there was regular activity with the Plymouth Support group as contained in the 
separate report.

We have awarded a number of small grants for to help patients with their community 
needs, as advised by the professional nursing staff, and often routed through Charles, our 
SHDA.

A  meeting was held at Silverton at the start of August which saw 40-50 members primarily
from the east of the county come together for an afternoon barbecue event.  Thanks due 
to Richard & Anne for hosting this. 

The autumn saw the return of the Bradnich Charity Ball, which raises money for a number 
of charities, including our own. Many thanks to Michelle Phare and her team for their 
efforts on this one.

Over the summer I was asked to go to a Mason's presentation evening in Crediton to give 
some feedback on how we operated and what we did, following on from an award we 
received some time ago. So Marilyn and I went along and, were made very welcome  and 
were able to see some of the local organisations receive awards from the Mason's 
fundraising efforts. 
 We were able to give some feedback about HD and its effects on families, and following 
this I was approached by David White of Unity Mark Lodge to ask if they could have some 
information to put a bid in for us for a small award.  David contacted me early in the year 
and said the bid might take 2 or 3 months to process so we might hear soon. These bids 
are co-ordinated at the national level as the Masons organisation also make contributions 
to the national parent charities.

I also wrote on behalf of the Branch to the North Eastern and Western Devon CCG 
(Clinical Commissioning Group) about the withdrawal of funding to the HDA Specialist 
Advisers role  (SHDA).  We recently received confirmation that this funding would 
continue, and Torbay and the Eastern group would also resume contributions, which had  
ceased a while ago.  So result.

I would like to thank you all for coming today, and particularly Richard for his continued 
handling of the treasury, to Lee and Michelle for taking on the Plymouth Support Group rep
so ably and releasing me to do this role, Charles for turning out to most meetings we set 
up, and giving us such great support.  And all those who have been involved in the 
smallest way behind the scenes, we know you are there and it's a great comfort to us.

John Crosswaite


